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[bookmark: _GoBack]SYNTACTIC FUNCTIONS OF NON-FINITE VERBS
English VERBS AND VERB PHRASES PERFORM FIVE PRIMARY GRAMMATICAL FUNCTIONS WITHIN SENTENCES IN THE english LANGUAGE. Traditional GRAMMARS DEFINE VERBS AS WORDS THAT NAME ACTIONS AND STATES. Verb PHRASES CONSIST OF A VERB PLUS ANY MODIFIERS, COMPLEMENTS, PARTICLES, AND AUXILIARIES. The FIVE PRIMARY FUNCTIONS OF english VERBS AND VERBS PHRASES ARE:
· Verb PHRASE HEAD
· Predicate
· Noun PHRASE MODIFIER
· Adjective PHRASE COMPLEMENT
· Verb PHRASE COMPLEMENT
Verbs AS verb phrase heads
The FIRST GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION THAT VERBS PERFORM IS THE VERB PHRASE HEAD. A VERB PHRASE CONSISTS OF A VERB PLUS ANY MODIFIERS, COMPLEMENTS, PARTICLES, AND AUXILIARIES INCLUDING MODAL VERBS, OPERATORS, HAVE, AND BE. For EXAMPLE, THE FOLLOWING ITALICIZED VERBS FUNCTION AS VERB PHRASE HEADS:
· Read
· Returned
· Have BORROWED
· Will BE PAINTED
· Ran QUICKLY
· Rather QUIETLY SNORTED
· Want TO EAT SOME STRAWBERRIES
· Would RATHER NEED TO SHOWER
· Listen TO THE MUSIC
· Shall HAVE BEEN WORRIED ABOUT THE WEATHER
· 
Verbs phrases AS predicates
The SECOND GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION THAT VERBS AND VERB PHRASES PERFORM IS THE PREDICATE OF A CLAUSE. A CLAUSE IS DEFINED AS A GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURE THAT CONSISTS OF A SUBJECT AND A PREDICATE. For EXAMPLE, THE FOLLOWING ITALICIZED VERBS AND VERB PHRASES FUNCTION AS PREDICATES:
· My PUPPY DRINKS MILK.
· I AM STUDYING LINGUISTICS.
· The VASE WAS BROKEN BY THE CAT.
· We HAVE EATEN ALL THE PIE.
· The STUDENTS WILL FINISH THEIR HOMEWORK.
· She WILL HAVE EARNED HER DEGREE IN may.
· Those CHILDREN HAVE BEEN BEING BAD.
· 
Verb phrases AS noun phrase modifiers
The THIRD GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION THAT VERBS AND VERB PHRASES PERFORM IS THE NOUN PHRASE MODIFIER. Noun PHRASE MODIFIERS ARE DEFINED AS WORDS AND PHRASES THAT DESCRIBE A NOUN OR NOUN PHRASE. For EXAMPLE, THE FOLLOWING ITALICIZED VERBS AND VERB PHRASES FUNCTION AS NOUN PHRASE MODIFIERS:
· The WOMAN READING THE BOOK JUST YELLED AT ME.
· My DOG IS THE PUPPY CHEWING ON THE RAWHIDE.
· I SAW THE MAN SLEEPING ON THE BUS.
· Do YOU HAVE A BOOK TO READ IN THE CAR?
· The FOOD TO EAT IS ON THE TABLE.
· The MOST RECENT NEWS REPORTED BY THE ANCHOR MADE ME SAD.
· 
Verb phrases AS adjective phrase complements
The FOURTH GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION THAT VERBS AND VERB PHRASES IN THE FORM OF INFINITIVES PERFORM IS THE ADJECTIVE PHRASE COMPLEMENT. Adjective PHRASE COMPLEMENTS ARE DEFINED AS PHRASES AND CLAUSES THAT COMPLETE THE MEANING OF AN ADJECTIVE PHRASE. For EXAMPLE, THE FOLLOWING ITALICIZED VERBS AND VERB PHRASES FUNCTION AS ADJECTIVE PHRASE COMPLEMENTS:
· You SHOULD BE EXCITED TO STUDY GRAMMAR.
· My CHILDREN ARE SAD TO SEE THEIR GRANDPARENTS LEAVE.
· Your PROFESSOR IS CURIOUS TO KNOW WHY YOU DROPPED HER CLASS.
· The STUDENTS ARE EAGER TO LEARN ABOUT CURRENT EVENTS.
· His COWORKER IS FRIGHTENED TO ASK FOR A PROMOTION.
· I AM IRRATIONALLY AFRAID TO FLY.
· 
Verb phrases AS verb phrase complements
The FIFTH GRAMMATICAL FUNCTION THAT VERBS AND VERB PHRASES IN THE FORM OF INFINITIVES PERFORM IS THE VERB PHRASE COMPLEMENT. Verb PHRASE COMPLEMENTS ARE DEFINED AS PHRASES THAT COMPLETE THE MEANING OF A VERB PHRASE. Verb PHRASES IN THE FORM OF INFINITIVES AND BASE FORMS CAN FUNCTION AS VERB PHRASE COMPLEMENTS. The INFINITIVE OR BASE FORM FOLLOWING SOME CATENATIVE VERBS FUNCTIONS AS A VERB PHRASE COMPLEMENT. For EXAMPLE, THE FOLLOWING ITALICIZED VERBS AND VERB PHRASES FUNCTION AS VERB PHRASE COMPLEMENTS:
· The STUDENTS HAVE TO PASS THE TEST. (INFINITIVE)
· She INTENDS TO ATTEND THE CEREMONY. (INFINITIVE)
· My NEIGHBORS HAPPEN TO OWN A HOT AIR BALLOON. (INFINITIVE)
· Grandpa CAN COME START THE FIRE FOR THE BARBECUE. (BASE FORM)
· He HELPS MANAGES THE STUDENT WORKERS. (BASE FORM)
· Would YOU COME WASH THE DISHES? (BASE FORM)
The FIVE PRIMARY GRAMMATICAL FUNCTIONS OF VERBS AND VERB PHRASES ARE VERB PHRASE HEAD, PREDICATE, NOUN PHRASE MODIFIER, ADJECTIVE PHRASE COMPLEMENT, AND VERB PHRASE COMPLEMENT.
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Infinitives
Infinitives are a type of non-finite verbs (or verbals), the other types being gerunds and participles.

	
We shall look at this particular type of verb from three angles:
· morphology – how it looks (i.e. its form)
· syntax – what work it does in a sentence (i.e. its function)
· semantics – its meaning

How Can You Recognize an Infinitive?
We can recognize it from its form, which is usually as follows: to eat, to drink, to play, to be, etc (with a 'to' before it).
In some cases the word 'to' is dropped. We speak of such a verb (with the word 'to' dropped) as a bare infinitive.
The bare infinitive is the standard form of an English verb.
What Work Does an Infinitive Do?

If we look at the function, that is, the work an infinitive does in a sentence, >we see the following:
· It often acts as both a noun and a verb.
· Occasionally, it acts as an adjective or adverb, despite being a verb in meaning.

1. The Infinitive As Noun and Verb
Look at this example:

I like to finish the work quickly.

In this sentence, the phrase 'to finish' does the following jobs:
· It is the object of the finite verb 'like' - therefore to finish is similar to a noun (because being an object is a noun's job).
· 
· The phrase 'to finish' has its own object, 'work' - so to finish is a verb (since verbs have objects).
· 
· The adverb 'quickly' modifies (i.e. tells us something more about) to finish. Since the phrase to finish is modifiable by an adverb, it must be a verb.
We can say that the infinitive, though born in the verb family, does not limit itself to being a verb. It often behaves like a noun when it goes around socializing in the world of sentences!

· 	
2. The Infinitive As Adjective or Adverb
In some cases...
begin below fold

· It behaves even like an adjective, as in the following sentence. That was a game to watch! In this sentence, to watch tells us something more about the quality of the game (a noun). Describing a noun is the work of an adjective. 
· 
· Sometimes it behaves like an adverb. The sentence below illustrates this. Her voice is pleasant to hear. The phrase to hear tells us something more about the quality of being pleasant. The word pleasant is an adjective, and words that tell us more about an adjective (adjective modifiers) are traditionally called adverbs. 
· 
The Infinitive and Meaning.
If we take the meaning (semantics), then the infinitive could be viewed as a pure, unadulterated form of a verb.
This pure meaning we modify, change, or mutate, by imposing on it such meanings as time, factualness, command, possibility, activity, passivity, etc. The infinitive in itself (semantically) is a pure action word - to do, to write, etc) or a word denoting existence - to be.
After the Infinitive, the other two non-finite verbs are the Gerund and the Participle.



4 Types of Gerunds and Gerund Phrases
By Mark Nichol

A gerund is one of three classes of words called verbals — words based on verbs and expressing an action or a state of being but serving another grammatical function. (The other two are participles and infinitives.) A gerund, which functions as a noun, can consist of a single word or a phrase.
The four types of gerunds and gerund phrases follow:
1. Subject
Gardening is my favorite hobby. (Gardening is normally a verb, but here it is the name of an activity.)
Gardening in the summertime is a challenge because of the heat. (The gerund is followed by a modifying adverbial phrase, forming a gerund phrase.)
2. Direct Object
My neighbors admire my gardening. (The admiration is not for the action of gardening, but for the results of the action.)
I am enjoying my gardening this year. (The direct object of the subject is “my gardening this year.”)
3. Object of Preposition
I have received several awards for my gardening. (The awards have been given for the results of the activity.)
Some people consider my interest in gardening an obsession. (The gerund phrase is “gardening an obsession.”)
4. Subject Complement
My favorite hobby is gardening. (Again, gardening is described as something done, not the act of doing it. The statement is the inverse of the first sentence in this group; here “My favorite hobby” is the subject, and gardening is its complement.)
I do my gardening in the morning. (The phrase “gardening in the morning” is the subject complement.)
Confusion with Present Participle Phrases
If a sentence resembling one of these statements includes a comma, it’s likely to contain a present participle phrase, not a gerund phrase. For example, the sentence “Gardening in the summertime, I built up a resistance to hot weather” contains a present participle phrase, which includes a participle, a verb functioning as an adjective or an adverb.

Source: http://www.dailywritingtips.com/4-types-of-gerunds-and-gerund-phrases/
Know the functions of participles.
Participles have three functions in sentences. They can be components of multipart verbs, or they can function as adjectives or nouns.

Participles in Multipart Verbs
A verb can have as many as four parts. When you form multipart verbs, you use a combination of auxiliary verbs and participles. Look at the examples below:
Our pet alligator ate Mrs. Olsen's poodle.
Ate = simple past tense [no participle].
With a broom, Mrs. Olsen was beating our alligator over the head in an attempt to retrieve her poodle.
Was = auxiliary verb; beating = present participle.
Our pet alligator has been stalking neighborhood pets because my brother Billy forgets to feed the poor reptile.
Has = auxiliary verb; been = past participle; stalking = present participle.
Our pet alligator should have been eating Gator Chow, crunchy nuggets that Billy leaves for him in a bowl.
Should, have = auxiliary verbs; been = past participle; eating = present participle.
Participles as Adjectives
Past and present participles often function as adjectives that describe nouns. Here are some examples:
The crying baby drew a long breath and sucked in a spider crouching in the corner of the crib.
Which baby? The crying baby. Which spider? The one that was crouching in the corner.
The mangled pair of sunglasses, bruised face, broken arm, and bleeding knees meant Genette had taken another spill on her mountain bike.
Which pair of sunglasses? The mangled pair. Which face? The bruised one. Which arm? The broken one. Which knees? The bleeding ones.
Participles as Nouns
Present participles can function as nouns—the subjects, direct objects, indirect objects, objects of prepositions, and subject complements in sentences. Whenever a present participle functions as a noun, you call it a gerund.
Take a look at these examples:
Sneezing exhausts Steve, who requires eight tissues and twenty-seven Gesundheits before he is done.
Sneezing = the subject of the verb exhausts.
Valerie hates cooking because scraping burnt gook out of pans always undermines her enjoyment of the food.
Cooking = the direct object of the verb hates.
We gave bungee jumping a chance.
Bungee jumping = indirect object of the verb gave.
Joelle bit her tongue instead of criticizing her prom date's powder blue tuxedo.
Criticizing = object of the preposition instead of.
Omar's least favorite sport is water-skiing because a bad spill once caused him to lose his swim trunks.
Water-skiing = the subject complement of the verb is.
Source: http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/participle.htm
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